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Sir: 

This reply brief is being filed in response to the 
Examiner's Answer dated December 11, 2006. 



In the first paragraph on page 5 of the Examiner's 
Answer, the Examiner points out that the Applicants had 
argued in their main brief that there is "no evidence that 
transfer tool belts stretch like the belt of Hoffman et 
al." Specifically, at page 7 of the main brief, the 
applicant argued that "Nothing in the prior art of record 
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suggests that the drive belt in a coating film transfer 
tool stretches significantly over time as does the belt in 
the paperboard coater of the Hoffman patent." 

In the third paragraph on page 5, the Examiner 
responds to this argument, referring to Hoffman's teachings 
that polymer release films stretch during use. The 
Examiner argues that the backing webs in transfer tools are 
polymer release films that would have similar tendencies to 
stretch. The Examiner's argument overlooks the fact that 
the applicant's argument pertained to the drive belt of the 
transfer tool, not the coating film backing web. The 
Applicants' invention relates to reduction of "pullback" 
resulting from short term stretching and recovery of the 
transfer tool drive belt, and has nothing at all to do with 
avoidance of stretching of the backing web. 
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